Prayer Room Etiquette 		[image: ]	      
I.	PRAYER ROOM CULTURE
…what ever you do, do all to the glory of God. (1 Corinthians 10:31)
a. At the Denver House of Prayer we face unique challenges concerning social etiquette. Our calling inevitably creates circumstances in which personal and corporate expectations of behavior collide as differing cultures, ministerial backgrounds, social expectations concerning behavior, and standards of hygiene converge in one small room.
b. We have visitors from all over and it is our joy to serve the different churches of this geographic region. Each brings a facet of God’s beauty that cannot be reproduced except by the grace that God has given to each of them.
“Everything is permissible” – but not everything is beneficial. “Everything is permissible” – but not everything is constructive. Nobody should seek his own good, but the good of others. (1 Cor. 10:23-24)
c. For the good of others, we govern our small room under the principle of love. We have reduced the level of personal freedom in our midst so that we can, in love, enjoy the prayer room/prayer sanctuary as visitors and staff alike. Our Christian freedom is exercised in restraint so that the good of others may prevail. So as you look over the DHOP etiquette and protocol measures, please look them over with the lens that we want everyone to enjoy the Lord in His house of prayer.
II.	USE OF MOUTH
a. Please limit quiet conversations in the prayer room to 30 seconds or less. If you find yourself talking longer, feel free to go outside the prayer room, otherwise one of our staff may kindly ask you to relocate your conversation.
b. Personal vocal volume should be commensurate to or not exceeding the platform or web-stream volume. If you pray on the microphone, please do not shout your prayer.
c. No eating in the prayer room, and please only bring in bottled water.
d. Do not use your cell phone in the prayer room. If it is important that you receive your calls, place your phone on vibrate, and return the call in an area that is not used for prayer.
III.	USE OF THE HANDS
a. When you pray for the sick or are doing any type of ministry that is invited from the platform, please stand in front of the person you are praying for and limit placement of your hand to the shoulders and arms, in a stationary manner (vs. rubbing) especially when praying for the opposite gender.
b. Please do not use any implements or props in worship like flags, banners, sticks, swords or musical instruments (i.e. tambourines, shofars).

IV.	USE OF THE FEET
a. Bare feet are not permitted in the prayer room.
b. Do not put your shoes on the chairs, including up on the back.
c. No running in the prayer room.
d. Unless there are times of congregational dance (which will be very clear), adults and children alike should limit their dancing to the designated area in the back right of the prayer room. Please refrain from jumping as the floor does move and may disturb others.
V.	USE OF SPACE
a. No lying down on the chairs or floor or sleeping for extended periods of time (“camping out”).
b. If we have a crowded prayer meeting, limit your personal space to one chair instead of three (maximum in less-crowded prayer meetings).
c. If you leave for an extended period of time, please take your belongings with you (especially from the tables) so others may use the space.
d. If people are worshiping with dance, do not pace or put your belongings in the dance area. This is the only space provided in the prayer room for this expression of worship.
e. Parents, keep your children with you at all times in the prayer room. Children should not be unsupervised in the prayer room (including pacing for children 6 and under). If it is difficult to maintain the protocol concerning space and volume (mentioned above), you may be asked kindly by a staff member to leave or resolve the situation.  Also, two families should not sit together in one row, as the children will likely want to play together. Parents are not to leave their children with other families, as issues of discipline are likely to arise.
VI.	TRAVAIL AND MANIFESTATIONS
a. We would ask you kindly to refrain from travail or manifestation that is outwardly demonstrative. We desire for you to have a place to express and engage your heart with the Lord in a private context, but as of now, we do not have the necessary space to allow for this. We want the rest of the room to be able to engage with the Lord undistracted. We have faith that the Lord will provide a larger facility in the future that will have space designated for this purpose.
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